
 

ANNEX 

The education systems in Europe: structure of mainstream school and tertiary education i 

 
All diagrams presented below have been provided by the “Eurydice” network, and refer to the school year 
2003/04 (except where a different year is clearly indicated) ii: 
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Denmark  
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Germany 
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Greece  
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The Uni ted  Kingdom (England and Wales ,  Nor thern I re land)  
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FURTHER /  HIGHER EDUCATION INSTITUTIONS

POST-PRIMARY SCHOOLS

DAY NURSERIES / NURSERY CENTRES /

PRE-SCHOOL GROUPS / PLAYGROUPS
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PRE-SCHOOL GROUPS / PLAYGROUPS
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The Uni ted  Kingdom (Scot land)  
 

41 2 3 5 6 7 8 9 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 2710

UK
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PRE-SCHOOL
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FURTHER EDUCATION
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Pre-primary (school settings) - ISCED 0

Upper secondary general - ISCED 3

Compulsory full-time education

Primary - ISCED 1

Upper secondary vocational - ISCED 3 
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Post-secondary non-tertiary- ISCED 4
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Pre-primary education

(non-school settings)  - ISCED 0
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Part-time or combined school

and workplace courses
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Additional year
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I ce land 
 

41 2 3 5 6 7 8 9 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 2710

IS
MENNTASKÓLI / FJÖLBRAUTASKÓLI

FJÖLBRAUTASKÓLI / IÐNSKÓLI /

SÉRSKÓLI

HÁSKÓLI

LEIKSKÓLI GRUNNSKÓLI
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Upper secondary vocational - ISCED 3 

Compulsory part-time education

Single structure - ISCED 1 + ISCED 2

Post-secondary non-tertiary- ISCED 4
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Pre-primary education
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Tertiary education -  ISCED 5A

Part-time or combined school

and workplace courses

Lower secondary vocational - ISCED 2 

Tertiary education - ISCED 5B
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Compulsory work experience
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Norw ay 
 

GRUNNSKOLE

UNIVERSITET /  HØGSKOLE

TEKNISKE FAGSKOLER

VIDEREGÅENDE SKOLE

LÆRLINGEORDNING
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NO

UNIVERSITET /  HØGSKOLE

UNIVERSITET /  HØGSKOLE

ÅPNE BARNEHAGER /

VANLIGE BARNEHAGER /

FAMILIEBARNEHAGER

0

Småskoletrinnet Mellomtrinnet Ungdomstrinnet

Pre-reform

Post-reform

≥ 2  
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Pre-primary (school settings) - ISCED 0

Upper secondary general - ISCED 3

Compulsory full-time education

Primary - ISCED 1

Upper secondary vocational - ISCED 3 

Compulsory part-time education

Single structure - ISCED 1 + ISCED 2

Post-secondary non-tertiary- ISCED 4
Lower secondary general -

ISCED 2 (including pre-vocational)

Pre-primary education

(non-school settings)  - ISCED 0

Tertiary education -  ISCED 5A

Part-time or combined school

and workplace courses

Lower secondary vocational - ISCED 2 

Tertiary education - ISCED 5B

Additional year

Compulsory work experience

+ its duration 

Study abroad  
 
 

Bulgar ia  
 

VISCHI UTCHILISHTA

KOLEJ

GIMNAZIA

PROFILIRANA GIMNAZIA

NATCHALNO UTCHILISHTEDETSKA GRADINA PROGIMNAZIALNO

UTCHILISHTE

PROFESSIONALNA GIMNAZIA /  TECHNIKUM

PROFESSIONALEN KOLEJ
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Upper secondary general - ISCED 3

Compulsory full-time education

Primary - ISCED 1

Upper secondary vocational - ISCED 3 

Compulsory part-time education

Single structure - ISCED 1 + ISCED 2

Post-secondary non-tertiary- ISCED 4
Lower secondary general -

ISCED 2 (including pre-vocational)

Pre-primary education

(non-school settings)  - ISCED 0

Tertiary education -  ISCED 5A

Part-time or combined school

and workplace courses

Lower secondary vocational - ISCED 2 

Tertiary education - ISCED 5B

Additional year

Compulsory work experience

+ its duration 

Study abroad  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Czech Republ ic  
 

MATE\SKÁ ŠKOLA ZÁKLADNÍ ŠKOLA

VYSOKÁ ŠKOLAGYMNÁZIUMGYMNÁZIUM

ST\EDNÍ ODBORNÁ ŠKOLA /  ST\EDNÍ ODBORNÉ U. ILIŠT6

VYŠŠÍ ODBORNÁ ŠKOLA

POMATURITNÍ STUDIUMU. ILIŠT6

41 2 3 5 6 7 8 9 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 2710

CZ
První stupe± Druhý stupe±

NÁSTAVBOVÉ STUDIUM

 
 
 

-/n/-

>>

Pre-primary (school settings) - ISCED 0

Upper secondary general - ISCED 3

Compulsory full-time education

Primary - ISCED 1

Upper secondary vocational - ISCED 3 

Compulsory part-time education

Single structure - ISCED 1 + ISCED 2

Post-secondary non-tertiary- ISCED 4
Lower secondary general -

ISCED 2 (including pre-vocational)

Pre-primary education

(non-school settings)  - ISCED 0

Tertiary education -  ISCED 5A

Part-time or combined school

and workplace courses

Lower secondary vocational - ISCED 2 

Tertiary education - ISCED 5B

Additional year

Compulsory work experience

+ its duration 

Study abroad  
 
 
 

Estonia  
 

41 2 3 5 6 7 8 9 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 2710

EE
P Õ H I K O O L GÜMNAASIUM KUTSEÕPPEASUTUS

KUTSEÕPPEASUTUS

KUTSEÕPPEASUTUS /  RAKENDUSKÕRGKOOL /  ÜLIKOOL

ÜLIKOOL /  RAKENDUSKÕRGKOOL

LASTESÕIM LASTEAED ≥ 1

 

-/n/-

>>

Pre-primary (school settings) - ISCED 0

Upper secondary general - ISCED 3

Compulsory full-time education

Primary - ISCED 1

Upper secondary vocational - ISCED 3 

Compulsory part-time education

Single structure - ISCED 1 + ISCED 2

Post-secondary non-tertiary- ISCED 4
Lower secondary general -

ISCED 2 (including pre-vocational)

Pre-primary education

(non-school settings)  - ISCED 0

Tertiary education -  ISCED 5A

Part-time or combined school

and workplace courses

Lower secondary vocational - ISCED 2 

Tertiary education - ISCED 5B

Additional year

Compulsory work experience

+ its duration 

Study abroad  
 
 
 

Hungary 
 

41 2 3 5 6 7 8 9 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 2710

HU ÓVODA EGYETEM

FÕ ISKOLA

FELSÕFOKÚ SZAKKÉPZÉS

GIMNÁZIUM

GIMNÁZIUM

SZAKKÕZÉPISKOLA

SZAKISKOLA

ÁLTALÁNOS ISKOLA

Alsó tagozat Fels¶ tagozat

 
 

-/n/-

>>

Pre-primary (school settings) - ISCED 0

Upper secondary general - ISCED 3

Compulsory full-time education

Primary - ISCED 1

Upper secondary vocational - ISCED 3 

Compulsory part-time education

Single structure - ISCED 1 + ISCED 2

Post-secondary non-tertiary- ISCED 4
Lower secondary general -

ISCED 2 (including pre-vocational)

Pre-primary education

(non-school settings)  - ISCED 0

Tertiary education -  ISCED 5A

Part-time or combined school

and workplace courses

Lower secondary vocational - ISCED 2 

Tertiary education - ISCED 5B

Additional year

Compulsory work experience

+ its duration 

Study abroad  
 
 
 

Li thuania  
 

LOPŠELIS-DARqELIS

DARqELIS GIMNAZIJA

AUKŠTESNIOJI MOKYKLA /  KOLEGIJA

PRADIN9  MOKYKLA PAGRINDIN9  MOKYKLA VIDURIN9 MOK.

P R O F E S I N 9  M O K Y K L A

UNIVERSITETAS /  AKADEMIJA

PRIEŠMOKYKLINIO UGDYMO GRUP9S

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

-/n/-

>>

Pre-primary (school settings) - ISCED 0

Upper secondary general - ISCED 3

Compulsory full-time education

Primary - ISCED 1

Upper secondary vocational - ISCED 3 

Compulsory part-time education

Single structure - ISCED 1 + ISCED 2

Post-secondary non-tertiary- ISCED 4
Lower secondary general -

ISCED 2 (including pre-vocational)

Pre-primary education

(non-school settings)  - ISCED 0

Tertiary education -  ISCED 5A

Part-time or combined school

and workplace courses

Lower secondary vocational - ISCED 2 

Tertiary education - ISCED 5B

Additional year

Compulsory work experience

+ its duration 

Study abroad  
 
 
 
Latvia  
 

41 2 3 5 6 7 8 9 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 2710

LV
AUGSTSKOLA

B7RNU D&RZS /  PIRMSSKOLAS

IZGL DT DBAS KONSULTAT DVAIS CENTRS /

PIRMSSKOLAS IZGL DT DBAS

GRUPAS PIE SKOL&M

PAMATSKOLA

S&KUMSKOLA

? IMN&ZIJA /

VIDUSSKOLA

? IMN&ZIJA

PROFESION&L&S IZGL DT DBAS IEST&DE  
 

-/n/-

>>

Pre-primary (school settings) - ISCED 0

Upper secondary general - ISCED 3

Compulsory full-time education

Primary - ISCED 1

Upper secondary vocational - ISCED 3 

Compulsory part-time education

Single structure - ISCED 1 + ISCED 2

Post-secondary non-tertiary- ISCED 4
Lower secondary general -

ISCED 2 (including pre-vocational)

Pre-primary education

(non-school settings)  - ISCED 0

Tertiary education -  ISCED 5A

Part-time or combined school

and workplace courses

Lower secondary vocational - ISCED 2 

Tertiary education - ISCED 5B

Additional year

Compulsory work experience

+ its duration 

Study abroad  
 
 
 
Poland 
 

41 2 3 5 6 7 8 9 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 2710

PL PRZEDSZKOLE SZKONA PODSTAWOWA GIMNAZJUM STUDIA MAGISTERSKIE 

UZUPENNIAJ*CE STUDIA

MAGISTERSKIE 

WYrSZE STUDIA ZAWODOWE

SZKONY POLICEALNE

LICEUM

OGÓLNOKSZTANC*CE

LICEUM PROFILOWANE

ZASADNICZA SZKONA ZAWODOWA UZUPENNIAJ*CE LICEUM OGÓLNOKSZTANC*CE 

TECHNIKUM UZUPENNIAJ*CE

TECHNIKUM 

SZKONA PODSTAWOWA

ODDZIANY PRZEDSZKOLNE

Kszta¯cenie zintegrowane

To be fully implemented as from the school year 2004/05  
 

-/n/-

>>

Pre-primary (school settings) - ISCED 0

Upper secondary general - ISCED 3

Compulsory full-time education

Primary - ISCED 1

Upper secondary vocational - ISCED 3 

Compulsory part-time education

Single structure - ISCED 1 + ISCED 2

Post-secondary non-tertiary- ISCED 4
Lower secondary general -

ISCED 2 (including pre-vocational)

Pre-primary education

(non-school settings)  - ISCED 0

Tertiary education -  ISCED 5A

Part-time or combined school

and workplace courses

Lower secondary vocational - ISCED 2 

Tertiary education - ISCED 5B

Additional year

Compulsory work experience

+ its duration 

Study abroad  
 
 
Sloven ia  
 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27
43 5 6 7 8 9 11 12 13 14 1510

SI
PPŠ OSNOVNE ŠOLE  

OSNOVNE ŠOLE

GIMNAZIJE

STROKOVNI PROGRAMI

VIŠJE STROKOVNE ŠOLE

UNIVERZITETNI PROGRAMI /  STROKOVNI PROGRAMI

TEHNIŠKE / STROKOVNE ŠOLE 

POKLICNE ŠOLE

POKLICNO-TEHNIŠKE ŠOLE

POKLICNI TE.AJ / MATURITETNI TE.AJ

Pre-reform (until 2003/04)

Post-reform (since 1999/2000)

(2000/01)

 

>>>>

Pre-primary school-based - ISCED 0

Primary - ISCED 1

Single structure - ISCED 1 + ISCED 2

Lower secondary general - ISCED 2

(including pre-vocational)

Lower secondary vocational - ISCED 2

Upper secondary general - ISCED 3

Upper secondary vocational - ISCED 3

Post-secondary non-tertiary- ISCED 4

Tertiary education -  ISCED 5A

Tertiary education - ISCED 5B

Compulsory full-time education

Compulsory part-time education

Additional year

Part-time or combined school and

workplace courses

Study abroad  
 
 
                                                           
i Figures include only countries participating in this project and mentioned in the Report.   
A diagram for the education system in Turkey can be found at: http://www.meb.gov.tr/indexeng.htm 
ii More information can be obtained from the web site of Eurydice, at:  www.eurydice.org 
 


